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Opioid use disorder is the single most expensive diagnosis code for many health systems in 
Oregon.  The human costs are staggering – from infection to wound care, emergency room visits to hepatitis, 

the opioid crisis is wreaking havoc among Oregon families – as well as Oregon health care providers and health 

systems.  And all the while, the very real pain that patients are suffering drives the search for a better way.  

We’ve made important strides in meeting the crisis – we are improving pain management and opioid prescribing and re-
imagining substance use disorder treatment to fit the illness as the chronic disease it is.  Oregon no longer leads the nation 
in misuse of opioids. We are one of few states to have a decrease in opioid deaths last year over the year before. We are also 
improving access to non-opioid pain treatments.  

Health systems, clinics, communities and practitioners across Oregon have been pioneering a full range of strategies to meet the 
opioid crisis.  Some strategies have succeeded – others have not.

One thing is clear: Oregon needs a statewide event where those committed to defeating the opioid crisis and 
improving pain management can meet, share, learn, advocate and inspire change to improve the health of 
patients, families, and communities and support for health systems and providers.

NEW HORIZONS FOR SYSTEMS, PROVIDERS AND COMMUNITIES
The complexity of the opioid crisis begins with the diversity of stakeholders needed to meet the challenge and make change.  

The Oregon Conference on Opioids, Pain and Addiction Treatment will serve as a must-attend forum for health systems, 
clinicians and providers, and community leaders committed to ending the opioid crisis.  The conference will be tailored to the 
needs of system executives and policy makers, clinicians and community organization working to achieve change. Together, we 
will spark change for improved care and outcomes, provider relief, community building and cost reduction.  

LEARNING THROUGH PROBLEM SOLVING
The Oregon Conference on Opioids, Pain and Addiction Treatment is built on the premise that we should all share in the successes – 
and learn from the mistakes – working to solve the opioid crisis across Oregon.  The conference is organized around problem-solving 
sessions led by state and national experts using real-life clinical and policy initiatives. 

 •  Sessions will help participants navigate common hurdles encountered when building effective pain management, 
safer prescribing and improved substance use disorder treatment.  Sessions include transformation experiences that 
highlight the most promising opportunities for effective change.  

 •  Participants will actively engage using app-driven polling for real-time feedback on learning objectives. This will allow 
conference faculty to adjust content to meet specific interest and needs of the participants. 

 •  This approach will build on the success of the Oregon Pain Guidance conference held in Ashland over the past 6 years,  
and nationally-recognized for its problem-solving based approach to learning and change. 

For more information: Elizabeth White, MPA | 503.244.5211 ext. 1327 | ElizabethW@linesforlife.org



TRANSFORMATION NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE
Transformation and enduring change is the goal for the Oregon Conference  
on Opioids, Pain and Addiction Treatment. We will highlight the successes  
and challenges encountered when launching system, clinical and community-
based initiatives.  

STATEWIDE PARTICIPATION
Travel and registration scholarships will be available with support from Oregon Health 
Authority and health systems throughout Oregon to ensure diverse participation.

SPONSORSHIP
Private and public health systems are joining the Oregon Health Authority in 
sponsoring this important event which will be convened by Lines for Life and 
the Oregon Coalition for Responsible Use of Meds working in partnership with 
Oregon Pain Guidance.

Lines for Life is an Oregon non-profit dedicated to preventing substance abuse 
and suicide.  Lines for Life launched the Oregon Coalition for Responsible Use of 
Meds (OrCRM) in 2013 at the behest of the Governor’s Office to serve as Oregon’s 
primary advocate for change to end the opioid crisis.  OrCRM has worked with 
local partners to convene seven summits throughout Oregon to develop Regional 
Action Plans to address the opioid crisis.

Oregon Pain Guidance (OPG) is a diverse group of 70 health care professionals 
from Jackson and Josephine Counties, formed to respond to the growing number 
of prescription opioid overdose deaths in their community.  OPG has hosted Pain 
Conferences for 6 years, achieving national recognition for their problem-solving 
based approach to learning and collaboration.   

ContAct
For more information about the Oregon Conference on Opioids, Pain and 
Addiction Treatment, please contact:

Elizabeth White, MPA 
OrCRM Project Manager, Lines for Life

503.244.5211 ext. 1327
ElizabethW@linesforlife.org
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OREGON CONFERENCE ON OPIOIDS, 
PAIN AND ADDICTION TREATMENT: 
MAY 17-19, 2018

May 17 – 19, 2018, we will convene the 
Oregon Conference on Opioids, Pain and 
Addiction Treatment to bring together 
the essential ingredients of change to 
meet the opioid crisis:  top national and 
state pioneers, system and policy leaders, 
clinicians and community advocates 
committed to championing innovative and 
effective approaches to end the opioid crisis. 

The conference will begin with team-based care 
including clinical training across the spectrum. 
We will then explore innovation, problem-
solving and transformation in three key chapters 
to meet the opioid crisis: the future of pain 
management, improving prescribing practices, 
and expanding access and quality of treatment 

for substance use disorder.

May 17   Team-Based Care 
Approaches to Clinical 
Practice in the Opioid Era 

  (e.g., Buprenorphine training, EDIE-
PDMP-EMR Linkage, Building Blocks 
Approach to Clinical Change, Five 

Domains of Pain)

May 18 Pain Management
	 •	 Keynote	Address
	 •	 Transformation	Focus
	 •	 Problem	Solving	Panel
	 •	 	Break	Out	Sessions:	  

Better Prescribing and  
Reducing Pills in Circulation

	 •	 Keynote	Address
	 •	 Transformation	Focus
	 •	 Problem	Solving	Panel

	 •	 Break	Out	Sessions

May 19  Addiction Treatment and  
Harm Reduction Initiatives 

	 •	 Keynote	Address
	 •	 Transformation	Focus
	 •	 Problem	Solving	Panel
	 •	 	Break	Out	Sessions:	  

Policy Roundtable with Governor 
Brown and Oregon Health Care 
Leadership (invited)


